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Welcome to Integrated Language Arts!  My name is Mrs. Kelly and I have been teaching language arts and reading for the past 16 years.  I graduated from Northern Kentucky University with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and from Wright State University with a Masters Degree in Education.  I have been teaching for 17 years.  The middle school philosophy is one that I strongly believe in and I feel very fortunate to be working at a school that has adopted this child-centered ideology.

Integrated Language Arts will focus on reading and writing for various purposes.   Students will use and develop reading skills and strategies through the study of fiction and non-fiction literature.  In addition, students will produce creative and analytical written works with a focus on ideas, organization, word choice, voice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation.
  

Required Materials:  Writing utensil, loose-leaf paper, LA binder (blue) with 5 section tabs
Areas of Study:

Reading strategies, writing strategies, 6 + 1 Writing Traits, research and presentation skills will be the areas of concentration in integrated language arts.  I will work with content area teachers to integrate when possible.

Helpful Hints:

1. Always Listen to Directions.  Following directions is a very important part of class!  Write down examples, helpful hints, definitions, etc. that we go over as a class or in groups before an activity.  This will help you process the information better, as well as give you something to look back on when you are doing the activity or homework.

2. Always Ask Questions.  Perhaps the most important thing you can do is ask for help when you don’t understand something.  Rule:  Ask a classmate before you ask me!  You are all smarter than you think you are!  Remember:  There is no such thing as a stupid question!  

3. Always Try.  Always attempt to answer a question or solve a problem even when you are having trouble.    Remember:  Sometimes there is more than one right answer or procedure.   

Team 7-4 Extra Credit Policy:                                                                                                          

Extra credit will be given at teacher’s discretion.  Extra credit will not be offered on an individual basis, but will be offered to the entire team when appropriate.       
Grading Scale: The grading scale will follow that of the district.  

90-100%A          80-90%B           70-79%C          65-69%D           Below 65%F

Contact Information:
I can be reached by phone or e-mail at Nagel Middle School:

Brenda Kelly

Phone: (513) 474-5407

E-mail: brenda.kelly@foresthills.edu   (preferred method of contact)

Team Site: http://nagelmiddleschool.net/74/team74.htm
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any comments or special concerns.  A parent may request a conference at any time during the school year.  I am looking forward to working together towards a productive and rewarding year.

