Science

     Ms. Bercz –Team 7-4
I am so glad to have you in science class! My name is Anne Bercz

and this is my seventh year of teaching middle school science. I have a BA in

Psychology and a Master of Arts degree in teaching with an emphasis on

science from Miami University. I live in Forest Hills School District with

my son and daughter who attend Wilson Elementary School. I am looking

forward to creating an interactive scientific community where all students

will be inspired to learn and stretch themselves.

By the end of the course we will have explored many relevant and

interesting science topics. You will develop a better understanding of the

scientific process, the natural world, the nature of science, principals of

science, and the connections between scientific areas.

Required Materials:

1. Pencils and Pens

2. Loose-leaf paper and graph paper

3. Science binder

4. Textbook (available in class); Online access with internet explorer or

safari browsers –access codes and instructions will be given.

Course Schedule:

Areas of Study include: Experimental Design, Energy, The Environment,

Diversity of Life, Weather, and Water and pollution, all with an emphasis on

inquiry, technology, and scientific process.

Scientific Classroom Expectations:

1. Everyone must participate in lab activities! Every person in the

group has valuable talents and insights to provide. Each person in

the group has the responsibility of making sure all members are

actively included.
2. Always do your homework. This is your chance to reflect and

expand upon class activities in order to further grow your

understanding. Don’t miss this opportunity. Besides, it will factor

into your grade. ☺
3. Always do your own work. Copying is cheating and not tolerated.

In addition it is cheating yourself out of the chance to learn and

add your valuable and original insights.
4. Follow lab safety procedures. For your own safety and the safety

of others it is imperative that you make good solid choices during

lab time.

Science

Helpful Hints:

1. Always ask questions to improve understanding and clarify

instructions. No question is a dumb question. Science is built on

questioning!

2. Always try your best. Sometimes your brain will struggle and

swim to figure things out and make sense of it all. That is OK.

Sometimes there is more than one right answer and sometimes it

takes time to get there.
Types of Work Graded in Science:

Tests, Quizzes, and Projects:

Assessment may be as traditional tests and quizzes or projects. Projects will

be accompanied by guidelines and a rubric to convey expectations and

success at meeting those expectations.
Labs:

Students will participate in many labs where good behavior, following

directions and safety are very important. Lab grades come from

participation, check points (oral questioning), and lab reports.
Homework and Journal:

All homework will reinforce what you have learned in class. Journaling will

be reflection to help the thinking and constructing of understanding of

science concepts.
Contact information:

I can be reached by phone or email at Nagel Middle School:

Anne Bercz

Phone: (513) 474-5407

E-mail: anne.bercz@foresthills.edu (preferred method of contact)

Team Site: http//www.foresthills.edu/nagel/teams/74/team74.htm
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, concerns,

comments, or input. We scientists love data and information to arrive at

better solutions and ways of doing things. ☺
Sincerely excited about this new year,

Ms. Bercz
