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Mrs. Black

Team 7-5
(1)  Welcome to science class!  My name is Laura Black and I will be leading your child through a variety of learning experiences this year.  I have been teaching for twelve years, 9 years in science and 3 in Language Arts.  I received a BA in Elementary Education from Miami University with a concentration in Environmental Sciences in 1997.  In May of 2006, I completed my Masters of Education in Sport Administration from Xavier University. I aim to create an interactive classroom experience where all students will foster knowledge and an appreciation for scientific concepts.

(2) By the end of the course you will have studied a wide variety of scientific topics (listed below). You will develop a better understanding of the natural world, the nature of science, and the development of scientific processes. 

(3) Required Materials:
1.  Pencils & Pens

2.  Loose-leaf paper & Graph paper

3. Textbook  (when applicable) Online Version:  http://www.phsuccessnet.com 

4.  Science Binder-three ring (black if possible, it matches my name)

5.  Composition Notebook-lined paper not graph paper 

(4) Course Schedule:
Areas of Study Include:  Experimental Design, Energy, The Environment, Diversity of Life, Weather, and Water, all with an emphasis on scientific ways of knowing, technology, and inquiry.  

(5)  Science Classroom Helpful Hints:
1. Always Listen to Directions.  Following directions is a very important part of science class!  Write down examples, helpful hints, definitions, etc. that we go over as a class or in groups before an activity.  This will help you process the information better, as well as give you something to look back on when you are doing the activity or homework.

2. Always Ask Questions.  Perhaps the most important thing you can do is ask for help when you don’t understand something.  Rule:  Ask your lab partner or group members before you ask me!  You are all smarter than you think you are!  Remember:  There is no such thing as a stupid question!  

3. Always Try.  Always attempt to answer a question or solve a problem even when you are having trouble. Remember:  Sometimes there is more than one right answer or procedure.   
NOTE:  

(  My desk area, ALL drawers and cabinets, and storage room are 

     off-limits!  You will have a designated supply station where you will get     

     what you need for labs or activities during the class period.    

(  The shower cord and eye washer are completely off-limits except in case          of an emergency!  Pulling the handle will result in automatic office referral.
(6) Grading Scale:
I base all my assignments on a point system.  i.e. projects and tests will receive more points than labs and homework, but a point is a point, and every point counts.  To determine grade, take points earned, divide by points possible, and your percentage determines your grade. 

(7) Contact Information:                                                                                                                                       I can be reached by phone or e-mail at Nagel Middle School:                                                              

Laura Black – 7-5 Science Teacher                                                                                                                                          Phone:  (513) 474-5407  ext. 3251                                                                                                                         E-mail:  laura.black@foresthills.edu   (preferred method of contact)

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any comments or concerns.

I am looking forward to a very productive and rewarding year!

Laura Black
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