Outsiders Study Guide

Chapter Questions—Answer in neat and complete sentences.

Chapter 1

1. Who is the narrator of the story?

2. How does he feel about Soda?

3. What happens to him on the way home from the movies?

4. What does Ponyboy say the difference between Darry and their father is?

5. What does Ponyboy think about Steve?

Chapter 2
1. Where are Johnny and Ponyboy when the chapter opens?

2. Why does Dally sneak in?

3. Who are the two girls they meet there?

5. Who gets Dally to stop bothering the girls? Why is this surprising?

8. Who are the people that beat up Johnny (hint: a gang and someone else)?

9. If someone tries to beat up Johnny again, what will he do?

10. After Ponyboy tells Cherry the story about Johnny, what does she say (p34)? Do you think that’s true?
Chapter 3

1. What seems funny to Ponyboy as they walk to get the car?

2. What does Cherry see as the differences between the 2 gangs?

3. What do Ponyboy and Cherry both like?

4. What mean thing does Ponyboy say to Johnny? Why?

5. Why does Johnny get nervous when Bob drives up in his blue Mustang?

6. What does Darry do when Ponyboy comes home late?

7.. Why do you think Johnny says the gang isn’t the same as having your own folks care?

Chapter 4 (Turning Point)

1. How many Socs are in the park? What condition are they in?

2. What does Bob do to Ponyboy?

3. What does Johnny do to help Ponyboy?

4. Who do Johnny and Ponyboy go to for help? Why? What does he give them?

5. Where do Ponyboy and Johnny go to hide out? How do they get there? Do you think this is a good hideout? Why or why not?

6. What happened the last time that Ponyboy and Johnny went to church?

Chapter 5

1. What does Ponyboy say you do, “when you haven’t got anything to do” (p69)? What does he mean?

2. Who does Johnny say Ponyboy acts like? Why?

3. Why does Johnny cut Ponyboy’s hair? Why is this hard for Ponyboy?

4. What book do they read together?

5. What do Johnny and Ponyboy swear they won’t do anymore before they fall asleep?

6. Why does Johnny think Dally is a hero? Do you agree with him?

7. What do you think the poem on p77 means?

8. Who comes to visit them?

9. What does Dally tell them is happening back in town?

10. Who is acting as a spy for the Greasers? Why do you think this person is spying?

Chapter 6

1. Do you think the whole mess is Cherry’s fault?

2. What does Johnny announce they are going to do? Why?

3. Why doesn’t Dally want Johnny to turn himself in?

4. What happens to the church? Are they responsible?

5. How does Ponyboy describe Johnny as the two of them are inside the church (p92)? Why do you think Johnny is like that?

6. What does Darry do when he sees Ponyboy in the hospital?

7. What does Ponyboy finally realize about Darry?

8. What is Darry’s silent fear?

Chapter 7

1. Why were reporters interested in what happened to Ponyboy and Johnny?

2. What was Johnny’s physical condition after the fire?

3. What do the Curtis brothers like to eat for breakfast?

4. What information did Ponyboy learn from the newspaper about him and his brothers?

5. What sport is Ponyboy good at?

6. Why did Randy want to talk to Ponyboy?

7. Why didn’t Randy want to fight in the rumble?

8. According to Randy, what should Bob’s parents have done differently? (contd.)

9. What does Ponyboy finally understand after talking with Randy? (find the quote)

Chapter 8

1. What two things does Johnny ask Two-Bit and Ponyboy for when he is in the hospital?

2. What does Johnny tell Ponyboy when they are alone in the hospital room?

3. Who else comes to visit Johnny? Why doesn’t he want to see her? Do you agree with his decision?

4. What does Two-Bit give to Dally?

5. Why won’t Cherry visit Johnny in the hospital?

6. What did Cherry love about Bob?

7. Why do you think Ponyboy asks Cherry about sunsets?
Chapter 9

1. Why do the Greasers get dressed up for the rumble?

2. What two things do Greasers have according to Ponyboy?

3. What are Darry, Soda, Steve, and Two-Bit’s reasons for fighting?

4. How do the boys describe Greasers?

5. How do the Socs look? What does Ponyboy say is important about looks?

6. Why was Darry angry at Paul?

7. How is Dally able to join the rumble?

8. What does Dally tell the police when he is stopped?

9. What are the last two things Johnny says? What do you think he means?

Chapter 10

1. What does the man who picks up Ponyboy notice about him?

2. Who calls the house? Why?

3. What happens to Dally? Why?

4. Do you think Ponyboy was right and that was what Dally wanted? Why?

5. What does Ponyboy think is different about what happened to Dally and Johnny?

6. What is Ponyboy worried that he did when he was sick? Why?

7. What did Johnny leave for Ponyboy?

Chapter 11

1. Whose picture does Ponyboy come across in Soda’s yearbook?

2. What does Ponyboy begin to think about when he sees this picture?

3. Ponyboy says he would rather have hatred than ______________. Why do you think he says this?

4. Who comes to visit Ponyboy? Why do you think he is there?

5. Why doesn’t Ponyboy like people to come to his house?

6. What lies does Ponyboy say to Randy? Why do you think he does this?

7. What does Darry call Ponyboy? Why does Ponyboy like this?

Chapter 12

1. Who was at the hearing?

2. What does the judge ask Ponyboy?

3. Why do you think Ponyboy’s life is so mixed up after the hearing?

4. What deal does Ponyboy’s teacher make? Why?

5. What does Ponyboy do when he sees the Socs?

6. What does Ponyboy think is good about being tough? Do you agree?

7. What does Darry tell Ponyboy that upsets him?

8. Why does Soda get so upset?

9. What does Ponyboy realize about the lies he’s been telling?

10. What does Johnny want Ponyboy to tell Dally? Why?

11. What does Ponyboy decide to write about for his English assignment?
Test Review

1. Plot Review- Know events in chronological order. (divided into 4 chapters at a time)

2. Characters- Identify through descriptions or quotes

Literary Technique

3. s- symbols, characterization (flat, round, static, dynamic), conflict / climax

4. jargon/slang

dig- like or understand

jumped- ambushed

mugged- robbed by force

rumble- gang fight

tuff- cool; liked

broad- a girl

hood- hoodlum; criminal

savvy- understand

fuzz- police

weed- cigarette

heaters- guns

fireworks- excitement

Theme – Neglect as child abuse, what makes a family?, the effects of poverty, the dangers of stereotyping (continued on next page)

S.E. Hinton background- her full name, where she grew up, when The Outsiders was published

