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Ancestral Report

The Rev. Martin Luther king, Jr. once said, “We may have come over on different ships, but we are all in the same boat.” As Americans, we all share a common experience of immigration from other countries to make up the cultural quilt that is the United States. In this project, you will be researching your own family’s immigration experience, as well as the land, customs and historical influences of your homeland.

The project will be carried out in three phases. First, you will write an expository essay on one of the countries your family comes from, focusing on the land, customs/traditions, and historical influences that prompted immigration to the U.S. Most of this history occurred between 1850 to 1950, where the opportunities in the U.S. or hardships in their home country made the idea of moving to the U.S. attractive. Research will come from both text and Internet sources. This will be presented in a five-paragraph essay using an MLA style bibliography.  The writing traits will be used to assess effectiveness.

Next, you will read books about immigration in lit circles. You will choose the book you want to read, meet in small groups and make a small group presentation on the themes and content of the book. This will involve a great deal of collaboration and choice in how the presentation takes shape.

Finally, you will prepare and present a short multimedia presentation on your family’s immigration story. This could include pictures, recording, PowerPoint slides, etc. You will have to conduct interviews with family members, gathering what information you can on how your ancestors came to the U.S. You may use electronic sources for help, including Ellisisland.org and genealogy websites. You only need to explore one side of your family, so focus on the side where the most is known.

The project will use the Big6, so follow your guidelines. All components of the project should be done by November 28th. Good luck!

