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Hello, and welcome to language arts! My name is Mr. Thomas Highley. I have been teaching in the Forest Hills School District for 18 years, beginning at Anderson High School, and moving to Nagel in its inaugural year. I received my bachelor’s degree in performing arts from Eastern Kentucky University. However, I consider myself a Bearcat, having received my teaching certificate and, later, a Masters degree in instructional technology from the University of Cincinnati. I am married with two children, ages 13 and 16. 
This course will focus on reading and writing for various purposes.   Students will use and develop reading skills and strategies through the study of fiction and non-fiction literature.  In addition, students will produce creative and analytical written works with a focus on ideas, organization, word choice, voice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation.

Course Schedule:
The topics we will cover this year are: 
* Literary concepts
*  Reading strategies
*  Writing strategies
Required Materials:
1.  Pencils & Pens
2.  Loose-leaf paper 

3.  Elements of Literature Textbook (when applicable)  

4. The Write Source text (assigned)

5. A blue language arts binder with four sections for notes, vocabulary, drafting, and homework,  and a response journal.
Contact Information:                                                                                                                                       I can be reached by phone or e-mail at Nagel Middle School:                                                                                                                                                                                           Phone:  (513) 474-5407 (ext. 5250)                                                                                                                          E-mail:  tom.highley@foresthills.edu   (preferred method of contact)             
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any comments or special concerns.

A parent may request a conference at any time during the school year. 

I am looking forward to a very productive and rewarding year!

Regards,

Mr. Thomas Highley

*  6 + 1 Writing Traits �*  Research skills�*  Presentations
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