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Narrative Essay Guidelines :  My Neighborhood Story 

Narrative essays are short autobiographical accounts. In essence, they are essays told in short story form, similar to the selection “Mason Dixon Memory” in your textbooks. Narratives use personal experiences, sensory description, and dialogue to create a vivid “movie of the mind,” relating a lesson you have learned from something that happened to you in the past. Most narratives also “fill in the blanks” a bit to flesh the story out fully, or to fill spaces where memories are sketchy. Though based on fact, they are mildly fictionalized, as in Gene Sheppard’s popular tale, A Christmas Story. 

We are going to work on a narrative that relates a funny personal experience that happened to you in the neighborhood where you grew up. If you have lived here for a while, Anderson will be the primary setting. Relevant places in your neighborhood (streets, businesses, school, etc.) should be described. If you just moved here, you might have to use your old neighborhood, but mention the recent move to Anderson in the introduction or conclusion.

Your story must meet several requirements. It will need to be a minimum of five well-developed paragraphs. We discussed paragraph elements in class, and your paragraphs should follow this model. However, the examples in the body paragraphs will be told using description and events told in chronological order, meaning order of time. Again, think of the readings from the literature book. 

Narrative Elements:

Introductory paragraph: Introduce the essay with details about your  neighborhood and how long you’ve lived there, foreshadowing the experience you had.

Setting: When, where, and circumstances (characters?) surrounding the event.

Conflict: Story should focus on some conflict that you encountered; a problem that had to be solved.

Climax: The conflict should lead up to some high point of action or emotion (This is where the “funny” comes to a high point). Climax is connected to conflict!

Resolution and stated Theme: How did things turn out? What lesson did you learn from this experience?

Descriptions: Use sensory details to create mental pictures of locations in your story.

Dialogue: Use some inventive dialogue between characters, to give the story a sense of reality. Remember, the dialogue need not be exactly what was said. Be creative and have fun!







