Language Arts 7





Name:

Mr. Highley






Period:

Poetry Analysis

What makes a good poem? That can be defined differently by different people. Usually a good poem is a mixture of technical expertise and emotional connection.  Read through the poetry on Poets.org and find a poem you like the most. In the space below, answer the questions about it. Hint: Use your poetry definitions sheet for help.

1. Title:  ____________________________________

     Author: __________________________________

2. Rhyme: 

Is the poem rhymed or in free verse? __________________________

If it is rhymed, what is the rhyme scheme? _____________________

Is there any slant rhyme or internal rhyme? _____ If yes, provide an example.

_____________________________________________________________

3. Appearance:

How are the lines in the poem organized? If in stanzas, how many lines are in each stanza? ______________________________________________________

If not in stanzas, how does it appear on the page? 

____________________________________________________________

4. Sound

Does the poem use alliteration? If yes, write an example:

_____________________________________________________________

Does the poet use onomatopoeia? If yes, write an example:

______________________________________________________________

5. Description

To what senses does the poem appeal ?  

Give two examples of good sensory description:


a. _______________________________________________________


b. _______________________________________________________

6. Comparison

What figures of speech does the poet use? 

______________________________________________________________

Give a good example of a simile, metaphor, or personification:

________________________________________________________________

7. Rhythm

How would you describe the rhythm of the poem? Fast? Slow? 

________________________________________________________________

On average, how many syllables are in each line? Does it change or is it consistent?

________________________________________________________________

8. Point of view

Who narrates the poem? ___________________________________________

9. Connotation

What are the most descriptive or powerful words or phrases in the poem? In other words, what word combinations impress you? _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

10. Theme

Does the poem have a message or lesson? What do you think the lesson is?

_______________________________________________________________________

Poet Info.

When did this poet live? What events in his or her life might have influenced their writing?

_______________________________________________________________________

