1. alliteration- 
repetition of initial consonant sound.
ex. We kicked the can to Kansas for the kids.
2. atmosphere- 
The mood created by the poet’s language.

Ex. “Once upon a midnight dreary, 


 As I pondered weak and weary…” 

3. allusion- 
A reference to a book, film, play, event, etc. of the past in 

a modern work.

Ex. He had the strength of Hercules.


The walk down the dark street was like the journey of Orpheus.


He had the patience of Job.

4. connotation- 
The emotional weight a word carries.

Ex. House
vs. home

5. Denotation- 
The basic dictionary definition of a word.

6. Description- 
The sensory language that allows a reader to visualize

      the poet’s subject.

Ex. The bright flakes of snow tumbled like a white fleece on my shoulders, stinging my cheeks while crunching underfoot and smelling of fresh rain.

7. Figure of Speech- 
A comparison (simile, metaphor, personification,

Symbol) in a piece of writing.

      8. Simile- 
A comparison that uses like or as to draw the comparison.
Ex. You are growing like a weed. It is as hot as an oven in here.

      9. Metaphor- 
A direct comparison that does not use like or as.

Ex. “I’m trying to get you to come out of that turtle shell.”
       Your head is made of rock.

        Don’t have a cow. 

10.Personification – 
The process of giving living traits to a non-living
Thing.
ex. “The mad sea shows its teeth tonight,
        Its lips are curled as if to bite.

11. imagery- mental images produced through sensory language.

12. irony- When expectation does not match outcome.

Verbal- contrast between what is said and reality. (sarcasm)

Situational- what happens differs from what you expect

Dramatic irony- when the reader knows something that the character does not

13. limerick- 5 line humorous poem, with rhymes on the 1,2, and 5 lines as well as rhymes on lines 3 and 4.

There once was a girl from Dubuque,

Who went on a date with a duke,

The Duke said, “I’m sure

You are wholesome and pure.”
Then he leaned far over to puke.

14. onomatopoeia- word is meant to suggest sound

Ex. Crunch, splat, cha-ching, oink, moo, whoosh, swish

15. poetry

Free verse- poem that does not rhyme, nor has any set rhythm.

In Just-

spring       when the world is mud-

luscious the little lame baloonman 

whistles       far       and wee 

and eddyandbill come 

running from marbles and 

piracies and it's 

spring 

when the world is puddle-wonderful 

the queer 

old baloonman whistles 

far       and       wee 

and bettyandisbel come dancing 

from hop-scotch and jump-rope and 

it's 

spring 

and 

the 

goat-footed 

baloonMan       whistles 

far 

and 

wee

Lyric- poem with musical quality

Narrative- poem that tells a story

16. refrain- repeated chorus

17. rhythm- musical quality produced by stressed and unstressed syllables.

Stressed syllable has higher pitch and stronger volume.

Thomas


Michelle

Rachel



Danielle

Tori



Yvonne

Alex



Bernard

Meter- a unit (foot) of rhythmic sound

U
/
U 
/
U 
/
U
/
U
/

Scanning- marking stressed and unstressed syllables

“The wind was a torrent of darkness among the gusty trees,   a
The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas, 
  a
The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor,     b
And the highwayman came riding,
Riding, riding, 
The highwayman came riding, up to the old inn door.”           b                                         
18. end rhyme- the rhyming sound at the end of a line.

Internal rhyme- rhyming words within one line

Slant rhyme- words that are close in rhyme, but are not exact

Ex. Again, begin

Rhyme scheme- pattern of end rhyme, marked with lower case letters

19.  omniscient- all knowing narrator

       Third person- can only report on the words and actions of a character.

       (he, she, they,…)

       First person- The narrator is the main character. (I, me, my)

20. stanza- a poetic paragraph; a group of lines 

